( FOLLOW- UP LESSON:
A SLAVE’S RIDDLE

I PRE-READING

° Socialisation:

e Theteacherfindsapre-reading activity by asking students to read the title
and makes them guess the theme. The teacher may link this lesson with the
main lesson.

] WHILE-READING

Text
° SGP-1

(This is a riddle story from America. The story is about an American black
man.)

e  Read paragraphs 1 - 2 and answer the questions that follow.

1. Jimwasanoldslave. He worked under his master for along time. His
master had bought him from a slave market when he was a young boy of
eleven.

2. Hismaster’schildren liked him very much. They liked him for his stories.
He was a very good story-teller. He was also a very good singer. But
among the other slaves, he was famous as a riddle maker. He could make
riddles out of nothing and make a fool of others. He made songs out of
riddlesin his stories. So everyone liked Jim. His master also liked him
because he was faithful.

e  Comprehension Questions:
1. Who is this paragraph about ?
2. Whatwas he?
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3.  Where did he work for a long time ?

4. Where had his master bought him from ?
5. How old was Jim then ?

6. Who liked him very much?

7. Whydidtheylike him?

8. Hewasgoodattwothings. What were they?
9. Howwashefamousamongtheslaves?

10. How could he make afool of others?

11. Dideveryonelike Jim? His masteralso? Why?

e SGP-2
e  Readparagraph-4silentlyand answer the questions that follow.

4. EveryonethoughtthatlJim was happy. But he was very sad at heart
because he was a slave. He had no freedom. In those days if one was
bornaslave, he died aslave. Only if a master wanted his slave to be free,
he could be free. But no master ever wanted his slave to be free.

e  Comprehension Questions:

What did everyone think of Jim ?

Was hereally happy ?

Why was he sad ?

What happenedtoslavesin those days ?

Butthere was achance foraslave to be free. What was that ?

Did any master ever want his slave to be free ?

N o ke w N

Do you thinkJim will be set free ? Let us read the next part to see.
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e SGP-3
e  Readparagraphs5-8 and answer the questions that follow.

5. ButlJim’s master wasakind manand he wanted to setJimfree.Soone
day he called Jim and said, “Jim, you have served me well. | want to set
you free. But you have to make ariddle. If we fail to solveit, I'll give you
freedom”. Jim was really very happy. Making a riddle was not difficult for
him. But he had to make it both interesting and difficult. He took a little
time, and then came out with the following riddle:

6. Aslwentoutandinagain,

Out of the dead the living came. &

Seventhere were, but sixthere be : %

AsI’'magoodslave, set me free. g

Seventhere were, but sixthere be. @

7. Everyoneenjoyedthesongand
theriddle. Butnoone wasableto
solve it. So his master asked Jim to
explaintheriddle. Jim explained,
“As | came out of my house, | saw my old hen with six chicks. It laid seven
eggs, out of which only six hatched. One got spoiled”.

8. Everyonelaughed. They praised Jim for his wit and the master set Jim
free.

e  Comprehension Questions:

Why did Jim’s master want to set him free?

2. Whydidhecalllimoneday?

3.  Whatcondition did his master set to make him free ?

4. Makingariddle was not difficult for him. But he had to make it both
and

5. Doyouthinksomeonewould be able tosolve hisriddle?

6. Didithappenso?

7.  WhatdidJim’s master ask him ? (para-7)

8. Whatwastheriddleabout?

9. Waslimsetfree?
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Il POST-READING

|I| Writing :

a. Answerthefollowing questions.

(i) WhatwasJim?

(i) Washehappy? Why ?

(iii) Whydid everyone like him ?

(iv) What condition did his master set to make him free ?

(v) Whatwashisriddleabout?

(vi) Wastheriddle difficult butinteresting ?

(vii) WaslJimsetfree?

D o —



b. Jimis narrating how he got freedom from being a slave to one of his
friends. There are some gaps there. Fill in the gaps to completeit.

.lworked undera
when | was asmall
and making

“Iwasanold foralongtime.lwas
.Everyone loved me because | was
good at .lwas not happy
because | wanted to be . For this, my master laid a condition.
If I made ariddle which they could not solve, then only | would get my

.Imadeaninterestingand riddle. Nobody was

ableto

it. | was set .Ifeltlike afree bird.

WORD NOTE

(The words / phrases have been defined mostly on contextual meanings.)

alligator (n)
attentive (adj)
blazed (blaze) (v)
bullock (n)

cheated (cheat)
cruel (adj)
disappointed (adj)
hatched, (hatch) (v)
hornless (adj)
leopard (n)

money-lender (n)

riddle (n)
slave (n)
suggested, (v)

weighing balance (n)

crocodlile, aaia

one who pays careful attention, agegion

burnt strongly brightly with flame, ¢e 6216a @@l |
bull-used for ploughing, eae

did not behave truthfully, o@a

hard - hearted, 9@

unhappy &aisl, Q4

chicks came out from eggs, 24iQ g2lce6n |
havingno horns, deeaQl

atype of tiger (6R00) SolQIQ

one wholends money to getit back with interest,
QRIER CFRIR 6QR2AR| UG |

puzzle, g1, 9@ Zdealia @2l 9l a&e!
servant, @9, @109/
said Q@96R, RAQ 66

hand-weighing instrument, &6 QI oQIg.
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very good singer. But his making of riddles made
him different from other slaves. He had the ability

to make stories out of nothing and befool others.
He made songs out of riddles in his stories.
Everyone liked him for that. His master also liked
him since he was very faithful to him.

Jim was unhappy because he was a slave.
In those days he who was born a slave, had to
die a slave. He could be free only if his master
wanted him to be free.

One day Jim’s master called him and
wished to free him. He laid a condition for it. He
would be free only when they fail to solve a riddle
he asked by Jim. Jim felt very happy and wanted
to make a riddle which was both interesting and

difficult.

Then he made a riddle. It was as he went
out and in again he saw six living things coming
out of seven dead things. He wanted to know
what the answer was. Nobody could answer it.

Jim'’s master asked him to explain. Jim immediately
answered that a hen laid seven eggs out of which
one got spoiled. Six chickens came out of the

rest six eggs. Everyone laughed and his master
set him free.
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Ans.

- A
Ans.

. 3
Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

10.
Ans.

23

Who is this paragraph about ?
This paragraph is about Jim.
What was he ? .

He was an old slave.

Where did he work for a long time ? |
He worked under his master for a long
time.

Where had hls master bought him
from ?

His master had bought him from a slave
market. |

How old was Jim then ?
Jim was eleven years old then.
Who liked him very much ?

His master's children liked him very
much. -

Why did they like him ?
They liked him for his stories.

He was good at two things. What
were they ?

He was very good at telling stories and
singing songs. |

How was he famous among the
slaves 7

He was famous as a riddle maker
among the slaves.

'How could he make a fool of others 7

He could make a fool of others by
making riddles out of nothing. '

Did everyone like Jim ? Hla mastor

also ? Why ?

. Everyone liked Jim. I-jls master also Ilk§d -
him because he was' ithful
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SIon Questmns & Answers :

Mm

1.
Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

What did everyone think of Jim ?
Everyone thought that Jim was happy.
Was he really happy ?

No, he was not really happy.

Why was he sad ?

He was sad because he was a slave.

What happened to slaves in those
days ?

In those days those who were born
slaves, had to die slaves.

But there was a chance for a slave to
be free. What was that ?

If his master wanted his slave to be free,
he could be free. |

Did any master ever want his slave to
be free ? |
No. a master never wanted his slave to
be free.

Do you think Jim will be set free ?
Yes. | think Jim will be set free.

No. | don’t think Jim will be set free.

p R

Comprehension Questions & Answf"
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1. Why did Jim’s master want to set
free? B

As Jim’'s master was a kind-hearted
he wanted to set Jim free.

- 2. Why did he call Jim one day ?

Ans. One day he called Jim to tell him the

wanted Jim to be free because he
served him sincerely. "

Ans.

%
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3. What condition did his master
make him free ?

He set a condition that if Jimmade a *

Ans.
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6. Did it happen so 7
Ans. Yes, it happened so.
7. What did Jim's master ask him ?
Ans. Jim's master asked Jim to explain the

riddle.
What was the riddle about ?

The riddle was about the coming of six living
things out of seven dead things.

: 9. Was Jim set free?
Yes. Jim was set free.

//////

b. Jim is narrating how he got freedom
from being a slave to one of his friends.
There are some gaps there. Fill in the
gaps to complete it.

8.
Ans.

“| was an old . | worked under
a for a long time. | was

when | was a small
. Everyone loved me because
| was good at and making
. | was not happy because |
wanted to be . For this, my
master laid a condition. If | made a riddle
which they could not solve, then only |

would get my . | made an
interesting and riddle.
Nobody was able to it. | was
set . | felt like a free bird.

for a long time. | was sold when | was a
small boy of eleven. Everyone loved me
because | was good at making riddles out
of nothing and making a fool of others. |
was not happy because | wanted to be

free. For this, my master laid a condition. If

| made a riddle which they could not solve,

then only | would get my freedom. | made
an interesting and difficult riddle. Nobody

was able to solve it. | was set free. | felt
like a free bird.”
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Read the followmg passage and do the tasks
that follow

Onoe upon a time, in a far-off Italy', there
was a little boy whose name was Robertino. He

‘| was an old slave. | worked under a master

s

loved his grandfather very much. The little boy
and the old man were good friends and spent
much time together. Robertino loved to sit on his
grandfather’s knee and listen, his brown eyes wide
open, to the stories he told him. Grandfather was
a wonderful storyteller. And oh, the stories he told !
Fairy tales and exciting hunting stories, like the
one in which grandfather himself had once caught
an eagle. No matter how unreal the stories or the
games they played were, the love between these
two was real.

Answer the questions
sentences .

Questions :
(i) Who is this paragraph about ?
() Who was Robertino ?
(lf) Whom did Robertino love very much ?
(iv) What was Robertino’s grandfather ?
(v) What kind of stories did grandfather tell 7
(vi) What was real between the two ?

in complete

This paragréph Is about Robertino and his
grandfather.: -

(i) Robertino was a little boy in far-off Italy.
(iii) Robertmo loved his grandfather very
much.

(iv) Robertino’s grandfather was an excellent
storyteller.

(v) Grandfather told falry tales and exciting
hunting stories.

(vi) The love between the two was real.




