(LESSON -4

THE MOUNTAIN AND
THE SQUIRREL

PRE-READING

Socialisation:

Look at the picture below. Can you name them? Can they talk like human
beings? Do you think they show themselves off? We people doso. Now let us
read a poem how the objects and creaturesin the poem talk like human
beings to show themselves off.

WHILE-READING

Your teacher reads the poem aloud first and you listen to him/her
with your books closed.

Your teacher reads the poem aloud for the second time and you
listen to him/her and follow the poem in your book.

Now read the poem silently and answer the questions that follow.
TEXT




The mountain and the squirrel
Had a quarrel;
Andthe former called the latter ‘Little Prig.”
bunreplied,
‘You are doubtless very big;
But all sorts of weather
Must be taken in together,
To make up ayear
Andasphere.
And I thinkit nodisgrace
To occupy my place.
If’'m notaslargeasyou,
Youarenotassmallasl|,
And not halfso spry.
I’ll not deny you make
Avery pretty squirrel track;
Talents differ; allis well and wisely put;
If I cannot carry forests on my back,
Neither canyou crackanut.
Ralph Waldo Emerson

e  Comprehension questions:

Whatis the poemabout ?

Who hadaquarrel ?

What does ‘the former’ referto? And ‘the latter’ ?
Who started the quarrel ?

Who called whom “Little Prig” ?

Didthe squirrel take it easy ?

How did he feelaboutit?

What makesup ayear?
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What makes up the sphere ?
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10. Doesthesquirrel feelinferiorto be a tiny creature ?
Which line tells this ?

11. Themountainisbig. Whatcanitdoandwhatcannot?

12. Thesquirrelissmall. What canitdoand what cannot?

13. Whodoes‘lI"inthelasttwolinesreferto?

14. How are theydifferent fromeach other?

15. Whatdoyoumeanby ‘alliswell’ ?

16. ‘Wisely put’ means

17. Whotalks moreinthe poem?
Doyouthink heisalittle bit quarrelsome ?

18. Do we find such people amongus?

19. Who ofthetwo doyou like more ? why ?

20. Findtherhymingwordsinthe poem ?

Il POST-READING

Visual Memory Development Technique (VMDT) :

WholeText : Pictureofthe mountain, squirrel, squirreltrackin it
The title of the poem
Little prig- And I think it no disgrace-Talents differ- Neither
canyoucrackanut

Part : Stanza-2 - disgrace —occupy my place —large-small-
deny- pretty —squirrel track —talents- carry forests- crack a
nut

|Z| Comprehension Activities :
(a) MCQs:Complete the sentences choosing the correct options.

1. ‘Andlthinkitnodisgraceto occupy my place’ means

A. nothinginthe world has any value.

B. everythinginthe world has novalue.

C. oneshould not feel inferior to others.

D. one should think himself to be superior to others.
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2. Thesquirrelhasthetalentto

A. speakless

B. crackanut

C. carryforestsonits back
D. Move a mountain

3. ‘Disgrace’ means

A. aninsult

B. admiring others

C. saying good of others
D. being good to others

(b) Matchthe words under ‘A’ with the words under ‘B’.
Write (1) or (2) in brackets before the words under ‘B’
A B

(1) Mountain ) small

) big

) little prig

) notactive

) cannot carry forests

) cancrackanut

) cancarry forests

) cannotcracka nut

) cannot make asquirrel track

(2) Squirrel

P e e e e e e e

El Listening:

(a) Yourteacherreadsaloudthe following text. You listen to him/her and fill in

the gaps.
Onedaya anda had a .The
mountain called the squirrel / "
Inreply the squirrel said to him, “Youarevery but!’'mvery
A’'m active butyouarenot.lcan anutbutyou

cannot. You cancarry onyour back butlcannot.”
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(b) Yourteacherdictates some words from the list given below. Listen to him/her
and tickthose words.

[Word List- squirrel, mountain, quarrel, proud, doubtless, weather, sphere,
disgrace, occupy, spry, deny, track, talent]

E Speaking:

(@) Chain-drill: “Talents differ; all is well and wisely put.” One student
says, ‘Talents differ;’ the next one says, ‘All is well and wisely put’.

(b) Practise thefollowing dialogue.

(Teacher vs. students, students vs. students and finally in pairs)

Mountain : You, little prig.

Squirrel . You, very big.

Mountain : Icancarryforests on mybackbutyoucan’t.
Squirrel :  lcancrackanutbutyoucan’t.

El Vocabulary:

There are eight words in this word-puzzle. Find them using the clues given.

1
S
2 Q A L
3 u T I
4 I
5 R E

6 D G R E

7 T L E S
8 D B L




Clues:

1. Thesmallcreatureinthispoem -

2. Anangryargument -

(The squirreland the mountain hadit)

It can carry forests onits back -

The opposite of ‘small’ -

It meansthe earth -

It means ‘insult’ -

It means ‘abilities’ -

Without doubt -

3

4

5

6

7

8.
El Usage:
(a) Thepoetuses‘as........as" with ‘not’ in the poem. They are used to compare

the qualities of two objects or persons. Use the same expressions to combine
sentences. Oneis done for you.

(i) Themountainis big.
Thesquirrelis not so big.
Ans-The squirrelis not as big as the mountain.

(ii) Rameshisrich.

Hariis notsorich.

(iii) Malatiisintelligent.
Surabhiis notsointelligent.

(iv) Pratikis hardworking.
Naresh is not so hardworking.

(v) Maniisbeautiful.

Priyanka is not so beautiful.

(vi) Gopalisclever.

Krishnais not so clever.
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(b) The poem makesitclear what the squirrel can do and what it cannot. It also
tells us what the mountain can doand what it cannot.

Forexample;
Thesquirrel can crack a nut. It cannot carry forests on its back.
The mountain can carry forests onits back .It cannot crack a nut.

Using the expressions given below, write some sentences on your best friend
using ‘can or cannot’.

Expressions:

climb a mountain, catch asquirrel, singasong, solve a word-puzzle, ride a
bike, lifta heavy bag, compose a poem, play the guitar, play badminton

Some helps are given.
My best friend is .S/hecan

.S/he cannot

(c) Rewritethe pairs of sentences by connecting them with ‘but’. One is done for
you.

Q. Myfriend Amritacansingasong.Shecannotride abike.

Ans. My friend, Amrita can sing a song but cannot ride a bike.

Q. Nanditacandosums.She cannotspeak English well.
Ans.

Q. Prabalcandance. hecannotbox.

Ans.

Q. Rabindracandriveacar.Hecannotrideacycle.
Ans.

Q. Pratapcanspeakwell.He cannotsingsongs.

Ans.
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Writing :
Answer the following questions.

(i) Whohadaquarrel?

(i) Whatdid the mountain call the squirrel ?

(iii) What must be taken togetherto make up ayearandasphere?

(iv) How manytimes doesthe mountaintalkinthe poem?

(v) Whatcanthesquirreldo?

(vi) Whatcanthe mountaindo?

(vii) The mountain and the squirrel do not have the same abilities. Do we
have people like them ?

(viii) Who do you like in this poem —the mountain or the squirrel ?

Mental Talk:

Mentally repeat the following sentence.

“Talents differ.”

@ Think:

“Talents differ”Should we quarrel overit?
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THE MOUN '

THE SQUIRREL

summary of the Text: Y7777

i

The mountain and the squirrel had a duarrel

between them. The former called the latter ‘Little
Prig”. The squirrel said that the mountain was
undoubtedly very big. But he did not feel inferior
to the mountain. He gave his explanation for
this. He said all sorts of weather must be taken
together to make up a year and all things, big
and small, hot and cold must be taken together

to make up the earth. So the squirrel did not feel .

inferior for occupying -a small place. If he was
not as big the mountain, the mountain was not
also as small as he was. The mountain was

not half so active and energetic as he was. But '
he admitted that the mountain made a very pretty

track for him to move. At the same time he
argued that things in the world have different
abilities. The creator put all things in their right
places with good sense. He said if he could not

carry forests on his back because of his small

size, the mountain could not crack a nut either.

&sra-777277077D)

B — .
o — Ppe— _————

GG‘G (3 Q_QG‘QGI ﬂdGQ ‘QG? G?Q coml | 99Q

490781 @2l 60 64d 9@ F2 LI g8 |

P98I adeg @2al, Ade 96d 6Q N ARG
¢ | @3 6aIGM od gd 620 A AQ IR A
N9 6RQIQ aFe | Zdie 16a QUIRR, FIgYR,
q00R, 9asde ged 96g aIBa GRQPe AR
622 | 6Q290Q G089 @@ 6 AR gL ANNERILER
918 GG a0 | 60g 6a ¥@ [RID 61 62IR
26 92 QIPca 2egie 9QIRIQ 62 FRQ 6816
_ﬂ%m | 6Q 6006 OG6 0F 926, 621RABe IR,

1 QIRINR qg em@@ fmﬁ' | 62 eﬂee (5]

.'q.:' S

- L -E_‘.-""'-l--_-__ 5

Je0 QNI KGR Q1@ | 64 I JIPIQ @ 64
dee 0'Q QMIeRl FAQ AN ¢ee Qe Mgl
Qa8 | @9 Andia adey adad | gaqel 969
Qge F6g geIea 98 B AN R8s I QI
a@e aend geea ki gRe @Ged | 1A6e oIS
Om Q6RG ¢12l FRE | 6Q 6996 PAINGP] A9 9068
Q2R QAUIRe RIF, 990 M QIRIIA 6aIN *0R

ZIQEYs Teg VFAGe 12 | N

e




f 11. fhe mountain is big. Whatcanitc
.' [2017-18 (Sangy

Ans. Itcan carry forests on its back but it g

ack a nut. |
/612 The squirrel is small. What can ;

and what cannot 7 E
It can crack a nut but cannot carry a f
oprits back. . e
Vho does ‘I’ in the last two lines rg
to 7 |
ans. ‘I in the last two lines refers to the squj

: 14. How are they different from
- e/} /N other? |

Ans. The mountain and the squirrel are diffgy
from each other by size, talents and na

Ans.

'-_—__-_

yOmprehension Questions & Answers :

1. What is the poem about ? The mountain is very big and the squ
Ans./ The poem is about a quarrel which the small. The mountain can carry heavyj
9 untain and the squirrel had between on its back but, the squirrel Is

‘% em. ~ energetic and active.
2./ Who had a quarrel ? sy 15. MWhat do you mean by ‘all is well’ ?
AnS. The mountain and the squirrel had a

. S ion “all is well” means allth
\7 sarral The expression « [

. . . 't- ‘ ‘.l
3.,/ What does ‘the former’ refer to 2 And are in right and satisfactory position. -
‘the latter’ ? 16. ‘Wisely put’ means

Ans. The former refers to the mountainand the ~ Ans,/ The expression ‘wisely put’ means’
tier refers to the squirrel. ~_creator has put all things in their prg
started the quarrel ? positions with good sense and judge

€ mountain started the quarrel. 17. Who talks more in the poem ?
ho called whom “Little Prig” ? |

| [2017-18 (Sansthan) Do yt:u thlr';k he is a Iittlet
mountain called the squirrel ‘Little quarreisome .
Ans. The squirrel talks more in the poem.

No, | don’t think he is quarrelsof
Because, it was the mountain who ¢a
him “Little Prig” but, the squirrel did

Say any such thing to insult the mounté
hat makes up a year ? X

~ All gorts of weather taken in together make 18. Do we find such people among us:
up a year. | ' Ahs. Yes, we find such people among us.
hat makes up the sphere ? 19. Who of the two do you like
[2017-18 (Sansthan) why ? | 4
/Ans. All sorts of weather taken together make  Ans. 3
' up the sphere. - -
10. Does the squirrel feel inferior to be a

the squirrel take it easy ?
0, he didn't take it easy.

did he feel about it ?

e felt unhappy about it.

| like the squirrel most because, he ‘

start the quarrel and neither did he il
the mountain. He was

i reature ? Which line tells this? : Just explaininge

Ans. :\llrc')?ﬂ:e squirrel’s being a tiny creature does mouniain that everyth_ing on this eart

" not make him-feel inferior. The lines, ‘And verythin : purp?ose.an_

- |thinkit no disgraced to occupy my place’. g small or big, is pl
~ tellus about this. . - =

J 2
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Wﬂte (1) or (2) In brackets before the
- Wwords under ‘B | 55

ﬂMﬂNMMmmlnmm‘} S B Sriviwet oY )
Squirrel — quarrel ¥

(1) Mountain ( ) small
dha dina () big
Weather - together () little prig
Year - sphere ( ) not active
disgrace — place | ( ) cannot carry forests
| — spry (2) Squirrel ( ) can crack a nut
make - track ( ) can carry forests
7, / ( ) cannot crack a nut
//////4/////// () cannot meke 8 squierel Fek
Comprehension Activities : Ans. -
| _ A & |
(a) Multiple Choice Questions : Complete (1) Mountain (2) small
the sentences choosmg the correct (1.) big
options. | . (2) little prig
1. ‘And | think it no disgrace to occupy my . (1) not active
place’ means R , - (2) cannot carry forests

(2) Squirrel (2) can crack a nut
(1) can carry forests
B. everything in the world has no value.: s (1) cannot crack a nut

C. one should not feel inferior to others. #) cannot make a squirrel track
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to others.

A. nothing in the world has any value.

The squirrel has the talent to _

(a) Yourteacher reads aloud the following

A. speak less . text. You listen to him/her and fill in the
é : : gaps. .
ol oI Onedaya____ anda________had
C. carry forests on its back a_____ . The mountain called the
D. Move a mountain SQUIFPEE "2 B0 L
‘Disgrace’ means _________ In reply the squirrel said to him, “You are
A. an insult | ' very - _butimvenyaas b T
i active but you are not. | can
B. admiring others
| ——— anut but you cannot. You can
C. saying good of others carry on your back but | cannot.”
D. being good to others . One day a mountain and a squirrel had
1. (C) one should not feel inferior to others. a quarrel. The mountain called the m
2. (B) crack a nut “Little Prig.” R
3. (A) an insult ' In reply the squirrel said to him, "qu_
‘Match the words under ‘A’ with the very big but I'm VG"Y!mlll “‘ﬁ ery



(b) Your teacher dictates. some words from the list given below. Listen to him/her and t
those words.

[ Word List : squirrel, mountain, quarrel, proud, doubtless, weather, sphere, disgrace, occu
spry, deny, track, talent |

Clues :

- A\ 5. SPHERE
1. The small creature in this poem

2. Anangry argument - - | 6. DISGRACE
(The squirrel and the mountain had it)

3. It can carry forests on its back
4. The opposite of ‘small’ 8. DOUBTLESS
5. It means the earth
6. It means ‘insult’ et ﬁ\@ LR 1
7 It méans ‘abilities’ - ' (a) The poet uses ‘as ...... as’ with ‘not’ in t €

3 \Mthout doubt | ‘ poem. They are used to compare

_. qualities of two objects or persons.
Am. , ¥ SmJlRREL ) ot - the same expressions to comb

7. TALENTS

£t

1,._ |
sentences. One is done for you.

(i) The mountain is big.
3 MOUNTAIN owy The squirrel is not so big. -

“Ans. The squlrrer is not wm ae
mountain. R R T L
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(i) Ramesh is rich. Some helps are given.

Hari is not so nch.
Ans. Han is not as rich as Ramesh.

My best friend is . S/he can

S/he cannot

(i) Malatiis intelligent.

Surabhi is not so intelligent.
Ans. Surabhi is not as intelligent as Malati. e

(iv) Pratik is hardworking. - it inaimidi

LYEN Bikram is my best friend. He can climb a
mountain. He cannot catch a squirrel. He
can sing a song. He cannot compose a
poem. He can solve a word-puzzle. He
cannot ride a bike. He can lift a heavy bag.
He cannot lift a table. He can play
badminton. He cannot play the guitar.

Naresh is not so hardworking.
Ans. Naresh is not as hardworking as

Pratik.
(v) Maniis beautiful.

Priyanka is not so beautiful.

Ans. Priyanka is not as beautiful as Mani.
(c) Rewrite the pairs of sentences by

(vi) Gopalis clever. connecting them with ‘but’. One is done

Krishna is not so clever.
Ans. Krishna is not as clever as Gopal.

(b) The poem makes it clear what the
squirrel can do and what it cannot. It
also tells us what the mountain can do
and what it cannot.

For example :

The squirrel can crack a nut. It cannot carry
forests on its back.

The mountain can carry forests on its back.
It cannot crack a nut. '

Using the expressions given below, write
some sentences on your best friend using
‘can or cannot’.

Expressions :

climb a mountain, catch a squirrel, sing a
song, solve a word-puzzle, ride a bike, lift
a heavy bag, compose a poem, playthe
guitar, play badminton

for you.

. My friend Amrita can sing a song. She

cannot ride a bike.

Ans. My friend, Amrita can sing a song but
cannot ride a bike.

. ‘Nandita can do s'ums. She cannot

speak English well.

Ans. Nahdita can do sums but she cannot
speak English well. '

. Prabal can dance. He cannot box.

Ans. Prabal can dance but cannot box.

. Rabindra can drive a car. He cannot

ride a cycle.

Ans. Rabindra can drive a car but cannot
ride a cycle.

. Pratap can speak well. He cannot sing

SONgs.

Ans. Pratap can speak well but mmotlim
SONgQs. .




